My 2009 / 2010 Apprenticeship Journey
After completing my Auctioneering education at Missouri Auction School (MAS) in 2007, and then joining the Ohio Auctioneer’s Association (OAA) in 2008, I was under the impression that I was then, an Ohio Apprentice. The Journey of finding an Auctioneer Sponsor to become an official Ohio Auctioneer Apprentice was an experience with many ‘Lessons Learned’ about the Auctioneering business.

I thank many of the OAA Members who advised me to join the OAA, even though they said they did not want to take on an Apprentice. The reality happened during the Monday Group Luncheon at the January 2009 OAA Convention with an affirmative reply from Cheri Gray – Auctioneer LLC London Ohio (OAA Member). I asked her if she would sponsor me and she was surprised which she thought I was already an Auctioneer. I told her No, I was just part of the woodwork.
Traveling every Thursday (80 miles round trip) to Cheri’s Auction House has been an
Appreciated, Rewarding, Challenging, Honor (ARCH) to finally become affiliated with an Auction firm that  marked ‘The Beginning’ of my Ohio Auctioneer Apprenticeship, the start of my 3rd Career. One of the two “On Site” Auction’s was ‘exciting’ when several of my Auction followers ‘showed up’  to hear me ‘chant’ without any complaints of them driving to ‘East Egypt’. The other ‘On Site’ Auction brought some tears when Cheri sold a Model-A truck that looked very much like Grandpa Weaver’s prize jewel.  This Auction was Fun being able to bid-call box lots of old tools.

Then there was the 2009 OAA Bid Calling Contest at the Ohio State Fair. I finally had a reason to attend the Ohio State Fair for the 1st time in my Life! The biggest reward of

that 1st Contest was receiving the highest dollar bid of 34 callers that helped raise over
1.6K dollars for the Children’s Fund! My newly purchased Dobb’s Fedora Gray Hat was a success also. I hope to see more OAA members at the 2010 Contest to root me on that

I may possibly show up at the 2011 OAA Convention with a ‘Trophy’.

The “Real Big One” was on Thursday August 13 at London’s Auction when I was privileged to be ringing for Cheri while she sold the 10 pieces of Louis Vutton Leather Luggage. …WOW!...She thought I was going to have a heart attack!
Another accomplishment as an Apprentice was learning to Yodel by tapes on the Internet.

Thank You, Taylor Ware! I hope to put my Ohio license vanity plates to use in becoming a successful ‘BID YDLR’ in upcoming years! YodeyOoElay!..... -e-HA-!
I look forward to finishing my Ohio Auctioneer’s Apprenticeship in May 2010. I’m sure reality will set in on Friday, July 23rd, 2010, when the State Board of Auctioneers meet and I successfully pass the ‘Test’ to become an Ohio Licensed Auctioneer.  My ‘Journey’ will hopefully continue with Auctioneering and Real Estate, after an early retirement from the State Of Ohio.
Respectfully ….. Richard Weaver

